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www.facebook.com/SpringfieldMAGardenClub  
 

From Your President -Beate Bolen 
  

Dear fellow Garden Club members,  
  

Welcome to 2021.  Though COVID-19 safety 
precautions have kept us masked and socially 
distanced this Fall and Winter, our Club members 
have managed to stay in touch with each other 
and maintain a full, and very productive 
schedule. We learned together how to re-invent 
our activities and became masters of on-line 
media.  
  
Health concerns forced us to give up meeting in 
person at the Carriage House for our monthly 
meetings, but we were still able to enjoy and 
learn on-line in our October Zoom program, “Why 
We Care About Native Plants” from Dan Jaffee 
Wilder.  In November, Matt Flatow of Flowers! 
Flowers!  created beautiful Holiday themed floral 
designs which our members and guests 
vigorously bid on for their own holiday tables. In 
December, Jana Milbocker guided us through 
important gardens, museums and grand houses 
“decked out” for the holidays.  
  
Thanks to Judy Cmero, we “re-invented” Flower 
Distribution.  Because we couldn’t gather in one 
place to create the more than 100 floral designs 
in mugs, Judy developed a marvelous system to 
distribute labor and materials.  She and her team 
of dedicated volunteers were able to create and 
deliver holiday designs that were gratefully 
received by 10 of our area Assisted Living and 
Nursing Homes. Kudos!  
  
The celebrating continued outdoors with the 
“Holidays at Home" Door Decorating Event, 
thoughtfully suggested and organized by 
Ralph D’Amico and Bob Pellin.  Many of our 
members decorated their entryways and shared 
that creativity with the world.  I hope you were 
able to tour some of them.  

  
Through the hard work and technical creativity of 
Vana Nespor and her ad hoc “IT” team, we’ve 
been able to successfully continue our monthly 
raffles on-line.  Thank you to all the members who 
generously created and donated those fabulous 
baskets for our “Opportunity Drawings”.  
  
Vana’s technical creativity also allowed us to “re-
invent” our annual Holiday Boutique and Auction 
by moving it on-line.  Thanks to the determination 
and just plain hard work of the organizing 
committee, Ralph D’Amico, Margot Eckert, Helen 
Gallivan and Bob Pellin, the incredible generosity 
of members who donated items for the auction, 
and all the members and friends who bid on 
items, the event was a huge success.  Using the 
proceeds, we were able to make a special 
donation this year of $1,000. split between 
“Gardening the Community” and “The Food 
Bank of Western Massachusetts”.  
  
Dreary January and chilly February are a bet less 
so this year, thanks to the Virtual Gardening 
Movie Club and Valentine's Weekend Gala:  
“A Loving Delight”. You’ll learn more about those 
and the many other things we are doing 
together, later in this issue  
  
Be well,    

Beate   

 
  

Welcome to New Members  
  

Please give a warm welcome to the following new 
members to our club, and please reach out 
to them:  

Jane Glushik  
And   

  
Bill Malloy  

  
***  
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A Garden Club Perk  
Submitted by Suzanne Reed  

  
Hello and Happy Healthy New Year to all our 
garden club members.  I hope this note finds you all 
well, staying safe, and enjoying your quiet time this 
winter.  
Here is some information you all have been waiting 
for.   
Now that our new "home" is in Forest Park at the 
Carriage House, all Club members, regardless of 
age or what town you live in, have the opportunity 
to purchase an Annual Pass to the park to use at 
any time. Thanks to Patrick Sullivan’s efforts on our 
behalf, the City has generously offered us a pass for 
only $7 a year. That is a very special offer and " 
perk" to the members of the Springfield Garden 
Club.  
Though we are not meeting at the Carriage House 
currently, due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are 
hopeful that we’ll be able to meet there later this 
year.  
The Pass can be used for entrance to any City park. 
All parks are open from Dawn till Dusk. (Forest Park's 
Route 5 Entrance, King Phillip's Stockade, Blunt Park 
Toll Booth, and Five Mile Pond are all seasonal 
operations and can be opened or closed without 
any notice.) Forest Park's main toll booth off of 
Sumner Ave. is open dawn till dusk all year long. The 
Pass admits your car and all its passengers.  
There are many other ways to use to pass. How 
about a nice winter walk with a friend or family 
member? Spring will be coming sooner than you 
think and we will once again be maintaining the 
Rock Gardens and more.  
 

 
 Suzanne Reed enjoying the snow  

 

Here’s what you need to know to get your pass.  
Please enter Forest Park at the Main entrance on 
Sumner Ave. There you will pay $3 to enter, but this 
will be applied towards the $7 fee for the annual 
pass. You will need your license and $7. Once you 
enter the park, please go to the Tennis Building on 
the right. You will then be identified against a 
master list (names only) of all garden club members 
as their check system.  
You will need to put the sticker in a prominent 
place on your car. One car sticker per member. 
What a great gift this is to all our members! Note 
that you need to get a car pass to participate in 
anything garden club related inside Forest Park.  
hank you and please reach out if you have any 
questions.  See you at the park!   

  
Friends of the Homeless Drive  

Submitted by Eileen Frantiska  
  

I’ve volunteered to do a drive for the Friends of the 
Homeless.  The “Friends” run both the men’s and 
women’s Springfield shelters.  
 
I am collecting NEW blankets, hats, gloves, 
sweaters, fleeces, anything warm and new, both 
men’s and women’s.  Due to the current COVID-19 
restrictions, all items must be new, (blankets 
wrapped).  “Friends” will pick up all items from my 
home.    
 
I am willing to pick up donations from our members 
and I will surprise all blanket donations with a plant.  
Items can also be dropped off at my home. Please 
use my cell phone to reach me without delay, 413-
949-6477.  
 
Thanks so much in advance for helping our 
neighbors.    

 
Virtual Gardening Movie Club  
Submitted by Mary Bandouveres  

and Suzanne Reed 
  

On Sunday evening, January 31st, we shared our 
first Virtual Gardening Movie Club. Similar to a book 
club, the SGC members and friends view selected 
movies on their own and join together later for 
cocktails and discussion (virtually, of course).    
  
The first of our "Movie Series" was " Dare to be Wild ". 
Many of our members watched the movie and 
then got together via Zoom to discuss it, and share 
insights.  The film is based on the true story of 
landscape designer, young Mary Reynolds, who in 
2002, was the first woman to win a gold ribbon at 
the Chelsea Flower Show. What an 
accomplishment!  
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Here are some poignant quotes from the film that 
we would like to share.   
 
" Given the chance, nature will always come back 
to us"  
"We can protect what is left and recreate what is 
lost."  
  
“Image if you could change the world just a little 
bit."  
"I began by sowing seeds."  
"People travel the world over to visit untouched 
places of natural beauty, yet modern gardens pay 
little heed to the simplicity and beauty of the 
environments ...those special places we all must 
preserve and protect each in our own way, before 
they are lost forever."                          Mary Reynolds   
  

  
 Please watch for the next movie in our gardening 
movie series and then join us via Zoom or telephone 
on Sunday, February 28 at 5PM. for cocktails and 
discussion. Members will receive Zoom link 
information via email. Guest are invited but need to 
register at spfldgardenclub@gmail.com . Please 
note that you can participate via telephone if you 
don’t have computer access.  Contact Vana 
Nespor at 413-214-8111 for details.  
  
The February movie is “The Gardener”, a film that 
reflects upon the meaning of gardening and its 
impact on our lives. Shortly before his passing at the 
age of 86, influential gardener and plantsman Frank 
Cabot recounted his personal quest for perfection 
at Les Quatre Vents, his twenty-acre English style 
garden and summer estate that was opened to a 
film crew for the first time ever in 2009. Nestled 
amongst the rolling hills of the Charlevoix County in 
Quebec, Les Quatre Vents has become one of the 
world’s foremost private gardens. Created over 75 
years and three generations, it is an enchanted 

place of beauty and surprise, a horticultural 
masterpiece of the 21st century. Through the words 
of Cabot and his family, and with the participation 
of gardening experts and writers, the film looks back 
at this remarkable man's personal story and the 
artistic philosophy that gave birth to one of the 
greatest gardens in the world.  
  
Viewing tips: This movie is available free with 
Amazon Prime or the app TUBI and there are 10 
available through the Western Mass Library System.  
 If by chance you do not have a computer or do 
not have Wi-Fi, you can still conference call in on 
your telephone. When the directions to Zoom arrive 
there will also be a phone number to call.  

   
Horticulture: Continuing to Grow  

Submitted by Janet Dolder  
  
Good News! The Garden Club Federation of MA 
has decided to extend the Native Plant Challenge 
(NPC) for two more years. The NPC committee is 
working to change its focus from computation to 
education and has plans for a state wide newsletter 
about growing and preserving native plants. 
However, I would still like everyone in the SGC to 
keep track of any new natives they plant in this 
coming growing season.  
  
At a Ways and Means committee meeting last fall, 
the idea was considered of ordering plant plugs to 
give Club members the opportunity to try new 
species without investing a lot of money on plants 
that may not work in their gardens. I researched 
several on-line nursery sites to check out what was 
available. Some require that you order full flats and 
meet a set minimum purchase, current plant and 
price lists weren’t available on others, and 
sometimes the added cost of shipping defeated 
the purpose of ordering smaller size plants.  
At the last board meeting it was decided that, if 
there is enough interest, we could place a joint 
order with the Native Plant Trust, you can find them 
online at nativeplanttrust.org.  Nasami Farm in 
Whately and Garden in the Woods in Framingham 
are part of this organization and the plants we 
order can be picked up at Nasami Farm, 
eliminating shipping charges.  
    
The Native Plant Trust has developed a wonderful 
website that allows you to find information on any 
of the plants they sell. They also sell collections of 
plants, suited to different seasons, site conditions 
and gardening goals, that are worth considering. 
The plants that are available as plugs are listed 
below and may also be sold in larger pots. If you 
find other plants that you would like to order we 
can do that at the same time, or you can place 

mailto:spfldgardenclub@gmail.com
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your own order through the website. Most of the 
plants, sold as plugs, are grasses. Not being a grass 
fan, I can’t make any recommendations but I do 
know that, if you’re looking for a native grass to 
replace portions of your lawn, Carex pensylvanica 
is the grass the experts recommend.   
  
For educational purposes, I recommend checking 
out the Prairie Moon Nursery 
website, https://www.prairiemoon.com/ , if you’re 
interested in native plants. They mainly sell seeds 
but have some potted plants available. The site 
contains good photos and plant descriptions, plus 
information on native ranges and growing 
requirements.   
    

 
Sibbaldiopsis tridentata  

 
My gardening goal for 2021 is to establish an 
understory for shrubs and taller perennials of 
attractive non-aggressive ground covers.  Of the 
plugs available here I plan to 
order Sibbaldiopsis tridentata and Tiarella 
cordifolia.  
Sibbaldiopsis is a low growing perennial with 
evergreen, three leaflet, serrated leaves, that turn 
red in the fall. The tiny, white flowers have five 
petals and grow in clusters above the matting 
foliage. It likes sun, dry, poor soil, is not fond of 
competition and is considered a good rock garden 
plant. Beate has planted Sibbaldiopsis in a couple 
of spots at the Museum and Forest Park, and it 
seems to be settling in well.  
  
I have a few cultivars of Tiarella cordifolia that have 
variegated leaves and are clump forming. The 
ruffled, heart shaped leaves of the species are 
predominantly green and when the plant matures it 
sends out runners developing colonies over time. 
Small, white, star-shaped flowers with prominent 
stamens appear in spring as fluffy spikes on six-to-
twelve-inch stalks. Tiarella is a woodland plant and 
prefers shade and hummus rich soil.  

  
Please note that plants become available at 
different times, so we might have to make more 
than one trip to pick them up. I am setting a firm 
deadline of Monday, February 22 for you to send 
me your orders. Email me at janet@dolder.us  
 
Please see the list of available plants as a separate 
attachments at the end of this Newsletter.  
 
                                        
      Chair Planters - An Idea for Our Plant Sale  

Submitted by Eileen Frantiska  
  
My Dad was a caner, and I have beautiful old chairs 
that he never caned.  
  
I think it would be fun to do a contest before the 
plant sale. Volunteers could decorate the chairs 
using their imaginations, and then plant it with 
flowers, greens, vegetables or whatever strikes their 
fancies.  
  
I will donate the chairs.  People can pick up a chair 
when they drop off their blanket or clothing 
donations for the “Friends of the Homeless”, or 
contact me at 949-6477. This could be great fun.  
 

 
  
 

Historian Position  
Submitted by Janet Dolder  

   
After four years as Club Historian, I am ready to 
move on. Beate has asked me to come up with a 
summary of what I’ve been up to.  
    
I’ve enjoyed looking through the Club’s historical 
documents and finding subjects worthy of articles 
for the Iris Pedlar. In the past some historians have 

https://www.prairiemoon.com/
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taken on the task of putting together scrapbooks 
for out-going Club Presidents. I had fun making a 
scrapbook for Mary Bandouveres and truly 
appreciate the scrapbook Vickie Kiss made for me. 
This year Mary is working on a digital format to 
create a scrapbook to cover Beate’s two-year term 
as president. This is not something in my skill set but it 
seems the right way to go considering that photos 
are now taken, stored and shared digitally. I can’t 
wait to see how it turns out. I also appreciate that 
there are still people who enjoy the old-fashioned 
scrapbooking technique; perhaps this job was 
made for you.  
  
The Springfield Museums have archived decades of 
documents for the Club and I have in my possession 
a couple of boxes filled with enough old year 
books, newsletters and gardening articles to give 
anyone with an interest a good idea of the Club’s 
history, and fodder for articles to share with the 
Club. I have printed out the Iris Pedlar and saved 
yearbooks to add to this collection.  
  
The historian’s primary job is to add a summary, of 
each year’s highlights to the Club’s History, which is 
passed on from historian to historian. The Club 
Historian is a Board position. If you’re interested give 
Beate a call (413-306-5454).  

  
Floral Design Group  

Submitted by Suzanne Reed and Jamie Hall  
  

We hope you all have still been enjoying some 
holiday flowers or plants in your home. We have 
been enjoying these magnificent amaryllis that 
keep blooming! What pleasure it has brought us in 
our home. The rose-colored poinsettia still looks nice 
too.   

  
With such beauty around, we have not purchased 
many flowers, but as February and March are just 
around the corner, we will start thinking of some 
floral ideas to enjoy.  
  
Jamie Hall and I are hopeful that we will be able to 
offer a "virtual" floral design group program via 
Zoom.  We are not sure how or when yet, but I 
thought we would reach out and see if there is 
interest. We are currently aiming for the end of 
March.  

  
We would, as always, have a sign-up for a 
maximum of 15 members. We will purchase the 
flowers for you to pick up at Suzanne’s house the 
day before the class. The plant material will be 
conditioned and ready to go.   
  

So, with that in mind, please let us know if you are 
interested.   
  
In the meantime, be creative on your own. Go 
ahead and buy some flowers to have fun with at 
home. Remember ...Valentine’s Day is just around 
the corner.  
  
 " See" you all soon, Suzanne and Jamie  
 

 
Polygonum cuspidatum, Japanese Knotweed 

  
Let’s Get Rid of Japanese Knotweed  

Submitted by Liz Stevens  
  

Japanese Knotweed was collected from Japan in 
the early to mid-19th century by P. F. von Siebold, a 
collector of Asiatic plants.  He sold it at his nursery in 
Leiden, in the Dutch province of South Holland.  A 
specimen was obtained by the London Horticultural 
Society around 1825.  Since then, it has spread 
throughout Europe and the British Isles.  It was 
brought to the United States in the late 
19th century.   

  
Just as it has spread throughout Europe and the 
British Isles, it has spread across the United States, 
from the Northeastern states to California.  

  
I am sure it did not exist in the McKnight 
Neighborhood of Springfield until after the Highland 
Division Rail Line was decommissioned in the early 
90s.  I used to walk along the railroad track regularly 
after I moved to the neighborhood in 1986.  I saw 
no sign of it until long after I began advocating for 
a hiking biking trail on the abandoned rail line in 
2004.  Now I find it along much of the abandoned 
rail line and it has moved into a small city park, the 
McKnight Glen (aka the Dingle).  My interest in 
knotweed grew out of my rail-trail advocacy.  I 
resent this invasive plant invading “my” rail trail!    
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Progress on the rail trail is going well.  Grants have 
funded the design of the rail trail.  Once that is 
complete and the land is acquired by the 
city, MassDOT has committed to the construction in 
2022 or 2023.    

  
The McKnight Glen is a lovely, secluded area with a 
stream running through it, making it a wetland area 
and prohibiting the use of chemical herbicides for 
knotweed eradication.  For this reason, I am 
organizing an organic Japanese Knotweed 
eradication project for the McKnight Glen.  This 
organic (herbicide-free) knotweed control method 
was developed, tested and proven by the Pine 
Grove Beautification Committee, on the banks of 
the Niantic River in East Lyme, CT. The first pilot 
project rescued a 100 x 40 ft section of the 
riverbank in three years while reestablishing native 
Pitch Pines, shrubs, perennials and grasses.    
  
Perhaps there are SGC members who have a need 
of, or interest in, Japanese Knotweed eradication 
on property on their land or in their area.  We could 
collaborate with one another.  
Please contact me (413 686-
3177  cnmstevens@comcast.net) if you are 
interested in hearing more about this herbicide-free 
eradication technique.  
  
As I mentioned in my talk at the September 
meeting, if we ignore invasive plants, they will take 
over our yards and parks.  
  
You can learn more here:   
The Japanese Knotweed Manual.  Lois Child and 
Max Wade.  Packard Publishing Limited, 2000.  

and  
https://www.in.gov/dnr/files/Japanese_Knotweed.
pdf  

  
Plant Sale  

Submitted, Annmarie Shaer, Chair  
  
As Plant Sale chairman, I just want to extend Happy 
New Year greetings to everyone.  
We are still in the midst of cold weather but the 
days have started to get longer and we know that 
Spring will be around the corner soon.  
At this time, we are uncertain how the annual Plant 
Sale will be done.  We hope we can have our 
traditional sale which has been held at the 
Springfield Museums grounds.  We have secured 
the date of May 22 for our sale at the Museums with 
a setup date of May 21.   But if COVID restrictions 
are still in effect, we may have to rethink this and 
have a sale more like what was done in 2020, on-
line and primarily among our membership.  That 
sale was a great success.   

At this time, it would be great if members started to 
think of what plants in their gardens can be divided 
and offered for sale.  It is a good idea to pot them 6 
weeks before the sale.  Remember that seedlings 
started from seeds are also welcome, and can 
include both annual flowers and vegetable starters. 
They too should be started at least 6 weeks before 
the sale.  
Look for more information via e-mail and in the April 
Iris Pedlar.  In the meantime, keep warm and 
healthy.  

  
Wendy Holmes’ Summer Lilies  

  
  

Scholarship Committee  
Submitted by Elizabeth Tongue and Vicki Kiss,   

Co-Chairs  
  

The Scholarship Committee held its first meeting last 
month and will soon be mailing out scholarship 
application information to all the High Schools and 
Colleges in the area. We will again be offering a 
$2000. scholarship to a worthy student who lives in 
Hampden county. If you know of a student who is 
studying or is planning to study plant or 
environmental sciences please let us know so that 
they can get an application and share with them 
this information:  
  

$2,000 SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE FOR THE 2021 – 
2022 ACADEMIC YEAR  

The Springfield Garden Club invites high school 
seniors, undergraduate and graduate students who 
are residents of HAMPDEN COUNTY, MA and are 
majoring or have been accepted to major in one 
of the accepted horticulture or environmental 
related fields to apply for a $2,000 scholarship for 
the 2021-2022 academic year.   
  
The deadline for receipt of all documentation is 
Thursday, April 15, 2021.   
  

mailto:cnmstevens@comcast.net
https://www.in.gov/dnr/files/Japanese_Knotweed.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dnr/files/Japanese_Knotweed.pdf
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Please contact Scholarship Committee Co-Chair, 
Elizabeth Tongue, at 413-627-5503 or email 
Jane Glushik at SGCscholarship@gmail.com for 
more information or to request an electronic version 
of these two documents, or visit our website 
at www.gcfm.org/springfieldgardenclub .  
  
This 2021-2022 scholarship continues the Springfield 
Garden Club’s long commitment to the 
development of future leaders in horticulture and 
related fields by awarding an annual scholarship to 
Hampden County, Massachusetts undergraduate, 
graduate students, and graduating high school 
seniors who are majoring in or have been 
accepted to major in a plant sciences or 
environmental studies program such as horticulture, 
floriculture, landscape design, conservation, 
forestry, botany, agronomy, plant pathology, 
environmental control, land management or other 
allied fields.  Since 1990 the Club has raised money 
from plant sales, holiday bazaars, and other special 
events to award more than $78,000 in scholarships 
to more than 47 Hampden County, Massachusetts 
students.    

  
  

  
 A Visitor to Sherry William’s garden  

 
 

SGC Upcoming Calendar  
  

Until further notice, meetings will be held virtually, 
via Zoom, pending guidance from our Governor, 
Mayors and Medical Professionals  
  

FEBRUARY 2021  
  

Feb. 10 9:30 A.M. Wednesday– Board 
Meeting, via Zoom All members may attend a 
Board meeting, but please let us know you plan to 
attend.  
.    
  
Feb. 13 5:00 P.M Saturday–Valentine's Weekend 
Gala:  
“A Loving Delight”, The event includes a Zoom 
Cocktail hour and a Valentine Celebration in a 
Box.   
  
Valentine Cocktails & Fun Together is open to all 
club members and friends. Dress to the "Nines!" & 
create some scrumptious “nibbles”. Share lovely 
memories and poems with members by sending 
pictures from YOUR Valentine’s weekend 
to spfldgardenclub@gmail.com   We will create a 
slide show for viewing before the club’s February 
Meeting, February 19.   
  
A Zoom link will be sent to all club members the day 
before the cocktail party. Guests, please send your 
request for the link 
to: spfldgardenclub@gmail.com   
  
Also available is a “Valentine’s Celebration in a 
Box”  
This beautiful Valentine Box will contain surprises 
and sweet treats and silly loving nothings to 
brighten the weekend! Gourmet Chocolates from 
Pop's Biscotti and Chocolates, a bottle of bubbly 
sparkling cider, a red fringe boa, big heart glasses, 
fresh carnations (for deep love and affection), two 
red taper candles, rose soaps, recipes for Valentine 
drinks and nibbles and lots of fun and funny things 
to bring a smile.   
  
The “Valentine Celebration in a Box” can be 
ordered here: https://forms.gle/h9ZjPY3RTkMAXd8L6
  or  
by emailing spfldgardenclub@gmail.com . Supplies 
are limited and orders must be placed by February 
8.    
  
Feb. 19 – 11:30 AM Friday Monthly 
Meeting- “SPRING EPHEMERALS AND OTHER 
DELIGHTS” presented by Joan Butler. Avid gardener, 
plant collector, garden designer, and writer, Joan 
lectures on a variety of gardening topics. Early 

http://www.gcfm.org/springfieldgardenclub
mailto:spfldgardenclub@gmail.com
mailto:spfldgardenclub@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/h9ZjPY3RTkMAXd8L6
https://forms.gle/h9ZjPY3RTkMAXd8L6
mailto:spfldgardenclub@gmail.com
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native woodland wildflowers such as 
Bloodroot, Jeffersonia, Hepatica, and Primula are 
the stars of the early spring garden, but are 
unfamiliar to many gardeners. Learn about their 
habitats, ideal growing conditions, and unique 
adaptations.   
  
The presentation is open to the public as well as 
club members via Zoom.  Social hour begins at 
11:30, the club business meeting is at 12:00 noon 
and the presentation will begin at 12:30. Tickets for 
guests are $5 and are available at EventBrite.com  
  
Zoom instructions will be sent out to members 
before the meeting.  
  
  
Feb. 28 5:00 P.M. Sunday–Gardening Movie 
Club, The February movie is “The Gardener”. SGC 
members and friends will view the movie on their 
own and then join us via Zoom or telephone on 
Sunday for cocktails and discussion. Members will 
receive Zoom link information via email.   
Guest are invited but need to register 
at spfldgardenclub@gmail.com    
Please note that you can participate via telephone 
if you don’t have computer access.  Contact 
spfldgardenclub@gmail.com  for details.  
   
MARCH 2021  

  
Mar. 10 9:30 A.M. Wednesday– Board Meeting, via 
Zoom All members may attend a Board meeting, 
but please let us know you plan to attend.  
  
  
Mar. 15 10:00 A.M. Monday - Horticulture Study 
Group,   
Location and details TBD  
  
  
Mar. 19 11:30 AM Friday - Monthly Program –   
FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED INFLUENCE IN 
SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS Presented by Brianne 
Cassetta  
Ms. Cassetta, from the Frederick Law Olmsted 
National Historic Site, will discuss Olmsted’s influence 
on gardens and landscapes in the Pioneer Valley, 
including Forest Park and Colony Hills in 
Longmeadow  
  
The presentation is open to the public as well as 
club members via Zoom.  Social hour begins at 
11:30, the club business meeting is at 12:00 noon 
and the presentation will begin at 12:30. Tickets for 
guests are $5 and are available at EventBrite.com  
  

Zoom instructions will be sent out to members 
before the meeting.  
  
Mar. 28 5:00 P.M. Sunday–Gardening Movie 
Club, The March movie is “Highgrove – Alan Meets 
Prince Charles”.  SGC members and 
friends will view the movie on their own and then 
join us via Zoom or telephone on Sunday for 
cocktails and discussion. Members will receive 
Zoom link information via email.   
Guest are invited but need to register 
at spfldgardenclub@gmail.com    
 
  

APRIL AND MAY 2021 EVENTS  
will be listed in our April edition of the Iris Pedlar. 

You can also find these events in your Yearbook.  
 

 
 

 I visited a garden, 

smothered in frost and snow, 

limbs draped with icicles, 

leaves with frozen glow. 

 

Once filled with warm activity, 

now still with cold tranquility. 

Pulsating, lush, foliage, 

now a dormant virility. 

 

Were I just this garden, 

strong and vibrant with growth, 

then winter would not phase me 

til the final seasons close. 

John Lyday 

mailto:spfldgardenclub@gmail.com
mailto:spfldgardenclub@gmail.com
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