
Springfield Garden Club Activities and Upcoming Events Fall 2020 and Winter 2021 
 

The Club continues to adapt its programs and activities to the realities of the pandemic.  

 

Due to Covid 19 concerns, the annual Flower Distribution project, which brings 

together 12-15 Club members to make 100 small flower arrangements and distribute 

them to area nursing homes, was re-envisioned with individual members making 5-10 

mug arrangements (MAKE a link here to Photos Flower Distribution Re-envisioned) in 

their own homes and delivering them to one of the selected nursing homes.  Deliveries 

to nursing homes were done by December 3.  

 

A new informal project “Holidays at Home” was set up to encourage members to 

decorate their own homes and to share what they’ve done with other members in an 

informal drive around tour throughout December. Member Bob Pellin created a 

beautiful flyer (Make a link to the attached Holidays at Home 2020 Dec.jpeg) to give 

members some ideas.  

 

The latest issue of the Iris Pedlar was recently distributed to members and made 

available to other garden club members and the public by posting it here on our 

website. Read the Iris Pedlar here. (Make a link to the attached 2020 10 31 Iris Pedlar 

Website Version Oct-Dec.) 

  
The October 16 Monthly Program was presented entirely on zoom.  
 

Dan Jaffe Wilder, Horticulturalist at Norcross Wildlife Sanctuary in Wales, MA 01082 

(www.norcrosswildlife.org) and author of Native Plants for New England Gardens, 

presented “Why We Care about Native Plants and How Our Choices in the Landscape 

Affect the World”.  

Tree Planting at Forest Park’s Carriage House on the Barney Estate 

On October 23, members of the Club’s Horticulture Study Group and other Club 

members attended a Tree Planting at Springfield’s Forest Park (Make a link to Photos 

Tree Planting) followed by a tour of interesting trees on the property led by Alex 

Sherman, City Forester.  

Club president Beate Bolen and Conservation Committee co-chair Ralph D'Amico 

presented the Parks, Buildings and Recreation Management Department with a check 

to help cover the cost of the Swamp White Oak which was planted in front of the 

Barney Carriage House in honor of Everett Barney, the guiding force behind the 

establishment of Forest Park.  

The November 20 Monthly program was presented entirely on zoom.  

 

Matt Flatow, floral designer for “Flowers, Flowers” in Springfield 

(www.flowersflowersonline.com), demonstrated floral designs to inspire us to transform 

http://www.norcrosswildlife.org/
http://www.flowersflowersonline.com/


our homes into holiday wonderlands. He presented new techniques, new tricks, 

materials, and new designs which will be auctioned off live at the end of the meeting.  

 

December 5 – 12 - “Yuletide at Storrowton Village”, Eastern States Fairground, 1305 Memorial 

Avenue, West Springfield, MA 01089 

  

Sadly, Storrowton Village has announced that “Yuletide at Storrowton 2020” has been 

CANCELLED due to the pandemic. The photos from the Club’s 2019 decorations in the 

Gilbert House sitting room can be viewed at Yuletide Photos. (Keep the existing link to 

Photos Yuletide at Storrowton 2019.)  

 

December 18 - Monthly Program – Friday, 11:30 am 

DECKED OUT FOR THE HOLIDAYS AND HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE via Zoom 

 

Jana Milbocker of Enchanted Gardens (www.EnchantedGardensDesign.com ) will 

present “Decked Out for the Holidays”, a virtual tour of the fabulous holiday 

decorations at a number of famous mansions.  In addition, our online Holiday Boutique 

will give members and guests the chance to do some holiday shopping.   

 

The program will be broadcast entirely via Zoom. Current Springfield Garden Club 

Members will receive information on accessing the lecture. Guests may purchase 

tickets ($5) tickets through EventBrite.  Go to  www.eventbrite.com and type 

Springfield Garden Club in the search box.  

 

Guests can receive a link to participate in the on-line Holiday Boutique, by emailing 

their contact information to spfldgardenclub@gmail.com   

  

The zoom meeting logins start at 11:30, followed by a brief business meeting at 12 

noon. The roughly 60 minute program starts around 12:30. 

 

January 2021 – No Meetings are held in January 

 

Until further notice, all 2021 Springfield Garden Club monthly meetings will be held via 

Zoom and not at the Carriage House in Forest Park. The public is welcome at all 

meetings and may purchase tickets ($5) to Zoom programs at www.EventBrite.com by 

typing Springfield Garden Club in the search box. 

 

Guests may receive a link to participate in the online monthly raffles by emailing their 

contact information to spfldgardenclub@gmail.com.  

 

February 19, 2021 - Monthly Program – Friday, 11:30 am 

Spring Ephemerals and Other Delights via Zoom 
 
 
 

 

Joan Butler and Jana Milbocker, avid gardeners, plant collectors, garden designers,    

and writers will introduce us to some early native woodland wildflowers that are stars of 

the early spring garden and highlight their habitats, ideal growing conditions, and 

unique adaptations. Members and guests may also participate in an online raffle. 
 

 

https://www.gcfm.org/springfieldgardenclub
http://www.enchantedgardensdesign.com/
http://www.eventbrite.com/
mailto:spfldgardenclub@gmail.com
http://www.eventbrite.com/
mailto:spfldgardenclub@gmail.com


March 19, 2021 – Monthly Program – Friday, 11:30 am 

Frederick Law Olmsted’s Influence in Springfield, Massachusetts via Zoom 
 

Brianne Cassetta from the Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site, will discuss 

Olmsted’s influence on gardens and landscapes in the Pioneer Valley, including Forest 

Park and Colony Hills in Longmeadow. Members and guests may also participate in an 

online raffle. 

April 8-11, 2021  

Festival of Flowers – Schedule and Format TBD 

This annual Springfield Museums event (www.springfieldmuseums.org) brings together 

local florists, designers, and area garden club members, including many from the 

Springfield Garden Club, to interpret items throughout the four museums in floral 

designs and special displays. Held at the Quadrangle, Springfield Museums, 21 

Edwards Street, Springfield, MA  01103. 

April 16, 2021 – Monthly Program – Friday, 11:30 am 

Know and Grow Native Plants via Zoom 
 

Suzanne Mahler, garden lecturer, will show us lovely images of hardy native trees, 

shrubs, and perennial plants and will emphasize why native plants are critical for 

healthy ecosystems. Members and guests may also participate in an online raffle. 

May 24, 2021 – Friday, 11:30 am  

Luncheon and Annual Meeting – Schedule and Format TBD 

 

Springfield Garden Club members and invited guests will celebrate a “Culinary Art in 

Bloom” by interpreting cooking themes in flowers and enjoy a festive luncheon. This will 

include our Annual Meeting and election of new officers. 

 

May 22, 2021 – Saturday, 9 am – 12 noon 

Annual Plant Sale – Schedule and Format TBD  

 

A spring tradition and one of the Club’s major fundraisers, the Plant Sale will offer a 

wide selection of perennials, annuals, trees, and shrubs either purchased or from 

members’ gardens, plus a vintage garden boutique and sale of prime plants. Held at 

the Quadrangle, Springfield Museums, 21 Edwards Street, Springfield, MA  01103.  

 

June TBD, 2021  

Springfield – City of Gardens – Schedule and Format TBD 

 

Springfield Garden Club, in conjunction with the Springfield Parks and Recreation 

Department, will host a garden tour in June featuring six private and three public 

gardens and will celebrate Mr. Everett Hosmer Barney whose gift of land to the City of 

Springfield was the basis of the beautiful public space of Forest Park. 

http://www.springfieldmuseums.org/
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