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GCFM Native Plant Challenge Update
Has your club entered the Native Plant Challenge? Incorporating native plants in your home or civic
garden projects involves adding pollinator plants and habitats to existing gardens, creating new ones, or,
expanding pollinator gardens that already exist. Any native plant you have added since June 1, 2019 can
be included on a list you report to your District Ambassador. Find the details and contact information for
the Native Plant Challenge Ambassador for your district here.

President's Project - Native Plant Challenge

Why Pollinators ?
Pollinators are vital to the life cycle of native birds,
animals and insects. These species become
endangered if there is a loss of food sources and
habitat.  Adding native plants gives a boost to the
pollinators such as bees, butterflies and birds –
even the less loved but still vital flies, beetles and
so forth. You may already know that monarch
butterflies need milkweed to feed on in order to
reproduce. Unfortunately, milkweed is considered
(by many) as a weed to be wiped out. But it is the
only source of food that monarch caterpillars eat to
become monarch butterflies.
Planting Natives-for-Wildlife- Trisha Ashok
Choosing the Right Native Plants with Uli Lorimer

Does your club maintain roadside gardens? Do
they feature any native trees, or native shrubs, or
native perennials that support butterfly
populations? Butterfly gardeners have been
attracting butterflies to their gardens for some
time, bringing as much beauty as the flowers that
attract them. The plants and their guests need full
sun and to be protected from the wind. Include an
open area (perhaps including moist soil so they
can get needed minerals) or large stone where
butterflies may warm up in the sun.

So, go with the native plants that are known to
attract and support pollinators. You will see not
only an increase in butterflies, but also in
birds. Why? Because the caterpillar stage of the
butterfly is a juicy treat to the birds, and that is the
best of all worlds for the gardener.

Choose Wisely

https://www.gcfm.org/president-s-project
http://www.enchantedgardensdesign.com/blog/2019/12/4/planting-natives-for-wildlife
https://awaytogarden.com/choosing-the-right-native-plants-with-uli-lorimer/
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Remember that specialized cultivars sometimes
aren’t useful to pollinators and should be avoided.
Flowers that have been drastically altered, such as
those that are double or a completely different
color than the wild species, often prevent
pollinators from finding and feeding on the flowers,
or altered plants don’t contain the same nectar
and pollen resources that attract pollinators to the
wild types.
So, go with the native plants that are known to
attract and support pollinators. You will see not
only an increase in butterflies, but also in
birds. Why? Because the caterpillar stage of the
butterfly is a juicy treat to the birds, and that is the
best of all worlds for the gardener.

Native Plant Finder

Finding Room For Native Plants

The traditional suburban yard is a desert for pollinators because lawns offer no food to pollinators. But if
you create a two-or-three-foot-wide strip of flowers chosen for their appeal and usefulness to pollinators
in front of the bushes across the front of your house- now you have added a pollinator garden. Repeat
that along a sidewalk or along your driveway, between the sidewalk and the street and you’ve added
more pollinator feeding stations. You get the beauty of the butterflies and birds and they get to survive
and reproduce.  Wherever you live, there are beautiful plants that will feed and protect native birds, bees
and butterflies. These plants make up your pollinator garden. And no one need know, unless you wish to
brag.
- Betty Sanders
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