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 www.gcfm.org/springfieldgardenclub/Home.aspx  

www.facebook.com/SpringfieldMAGardenClub  
 

From Your President -Beate Bolen 
  

Dear fellow Garden Club members,  
  

Happy Spring!  As the bulbs and green tips peak 
out of the ground, we do as well.  The warmer 
weather will allow us to be outdoors in our 
gardens, and the miracle of a vaccine will allow 
us to slowly feel safe and visit again with family, 
hug our grandchildren and gather, albeit still 
masked and distanced, with our friends.  
 
Throughout this COVID year, our Club members 
have managed to stay in touch with each other 
and maintain a full, and very productive 
schedule.  We shared wonderful speakers, 
beautifully decorated Holiday doors, enjoyed the 
raffle opportunities offered by our generous 
members, held an extremely successful on-line 
holiday boutique and auction, and learned 
about amazing gardens and gardeners through 
our Movie nights. We learned together how to re-
invent our activities and became masters of on-
line media.  
  
We have mostly met on-line via Zoom. This 
miracle of modern technology has allowed us to 
see and speak with each other, conduct our 
Club business at our Board meetings, learn about 
Thanksgiving Floral Design from Matt Flatow, 
viewed festively decorated Gardens and Houses 
all decked out for the Holidays, courtesy of Jana 
Milbocker. We learned about a variety of Spring 
Ephemerals from Joan Butler, and discovered the 
life and works of Frederick Law Olmsted courtesy 
of the Olmsted National Historic Site.  
  
 While we will probably continue to take 
advantage of the Zoom technology to share our 
meetings, we hope very soon to be conducting 
those meetings in person, outdoors in the large 
tent next to the Barney Carriage house in Forest 
Park.  We hope they can be hybrid meetings- in 

person and via Zoom, beginning with our Annual 
Meeting, Friday, May 14th. While we cannot yet 
hold our traditional sit-down luncheon, we hope 
to be able to offer boxed lunches, some tea or 
coffee, and sweet.  We can sit safely distanced 
in the large space offered by the tent.  More 
details to follow. 
 
We have a few extra treats in store this summer. 
On June 16th, at 7PM we proudly welcome Dr. 
Doug Tallamy to help us understand why we are 
“Nature’s Best Hope”, and then later in the 
summer, August 21st, we will hold a “Springfield- 
City of Gardens” Garden Tour.  Be sure to read 
more about these exciting events later in this 
issue. 
  
Be well,    

Beate   
 

A Special Arbor Day 
Submitted by Margot Eckert  

  
One hundred years ago, one pin oak tree was 
planted in Forest Park for each of the 150 men from 
Springfield who gave their lives fighting in World War 
I, known at the time as The Great War. 

That the Memorial Grove remains today -- providing 
new generations with shade and beauty-- is a 

testament to the foresight of those who planted the 
mighty oaks when they were but seedlings in 1920.  
The plaque placed onto a boulder by the Publicity 
Club in 1921 is located next to a soaring American 

flag reminding us that our freedom is not free. 
Thanks to Eagle Scout Geoffrey Klafeta of Troop 77, 

who planted six trees in 2018 to replenish some 
missing trees as his community service project, the 
grove remains 150-strong.  The trees are majestic 

“This grove of 150 Oak Trees was set out by the Publicity 
Club of Springfield as a living memorial to the Springfield 

men who gave their lives in the Great War.” 

Springfield 
Garden Club 

The Iris Pedlar 
April- May. 2021 
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and worth a moment of reverence and 
contemplation by all who walk by.  

Besides strength and beauty, trees help us 
remember. 

Consider, for example, the notable “Survivor Tree”, 
the lone tree that survived the destruction on 9/11 
in lower Manhattan, as we remember the 20th 
anniversary of that day this September. That tree is 
now surrounded by hundreds of trees -- also oaks -- 
planted near the reflection pools on Memorial Plaza 
next to the 9/11 Museum as symbols of hope and 
renewal.    

But do not take for granted even the tree you see 
outside your window at home or work.  We know 
trees are beautiful, give us cooling shade and 
provide habitats for birds, animals and insects.   But 
this Arbor Day, April 30th, is a fitting occasion to 
take a moment to fully appreciate the trees in our 
midst.                             

Trees are the workhorses of the botanical world.  
Trees provide the materials for building our homes, 
give us warmth and fuel when burned, stabilize the 
soil, and produce the very oxygen we need to 
breathe. According to the U.S. Forest Service, even 
one full grown tree can produce a day’s supply of 
oxygen for up to four people.                                                                                             

Trees also clean our air.  Trees absorb carbon 
dioxide (CO2) from fossil fuel emissions which 
contribute to global warming. How much CO2 is 
absorbed by a tree? A large full-grown tree can 
absorb as much as 48 pounds of carbon dioxide 
each year and release oxygen in exchange. One 
acre of mature trees can remove up to 2.6 tons of 
carbon dioxide each year, or the equivalent of the 
CO2 produced by a car driven 26,000 miles. The 
trees in our parks, forests and even our yards are the 
lungs of our communities.        

As we acknowledge the toll of the covid pandemic 
this past year and remember all of our loved ones 
who died, many struggling to breathe, let’s 
appreciate now more than ever the oxygen given 
by our trees, along with the heroic efforts of the 
frontline responders and those in medicine and 
science.      

Trees are also the living witnesses to our history on 
earth.  It is hard to believe that some trees in our 
world are thousands of years old, yes -- thousands 
of years old. The mighty redwoods easily predate 
European exploration and colonization of the 
Americas. Perhaps the oldest known tree on earth, 

a bristlecone pine tree, aptly named The Mathusela 
Tree in California, is estimated at more than 4,800 
years old.  

A world without trees, as the Lorax knows, would not 
only be ugly, sad and sterile, but impossible as well. 

Like the important work of ReGreen Springfield and 
the Springfield Forestry Department, the 
communities of Westfield, Chicopee, 
Longmeadow, Amherst, Greenfield, Hadley and 
South Hadley join Springfield as designated “Tree 
Cities USA” making special efforts to protect their 
trees and plant new ones. Every dollar spent on 
planting and caring for a community tree yields 
benefits that are two to five times that investment—
benefits that include cleaner air, lower energy 
costs, improved water quality, storm water control, 
and increased property values. 

Springfield will celebrate Arbor Day this year at a 
tree planting at Bowles School As this new tree 
grows, so will the children who helped plant it. Trees 
and our children are our hope.  We all are the 
stewards of our planet.  
 

Festival of Flowers: Reflections 
April 8 - April 11,2021 

Submitted by Larissa Murray  
  
Welcome Spring! The Springfield Museums are 
excited to host the return of Festival of Flowers! In a 
departure from past events, the floral arrangements 
will not interpret museum objects and artwork, but 
rather will reflect and interpret the way people are 
feeling right now. Participants may choose to 
create a display of hope and optimism, or a tribute 
to someone lost. Arrangements could celebrate 
new scientific advances or express gratitude, or 
perhaps focus on a favorite color or flower that 
brings comfort and happiness. Festival of Flowers will 
be powerful and filled with emotion, welcoming 
spring, but reflecting on the past year we have 
experience together. 

Floral arrangements will be placed in the two art 
museums. In the George Walter Vincent Smith Art 
Museum, they will be located in the American Paintings 
Salon and the Plaster Cast Gallery; and in the D’Amour 
Museum of Fine Arts, they will be displayed in Blake Court 
and the Modern & Contemporary Gallery. Advanced 
tickets for Festival of Flowers are available, but not 
required. You may reserve tickets here: 
https://springfieldmuseums.org/tickets/ . The online 
system will ask you to choose a time to visit the Dr. Seuss 
Museum; it's required for the reservation, but you certainly 
do not have to actually go into that museum unless you 
would like to do so.  

https://springfieldmuseums.org/tickets/
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In addition to the in-person floral arrangements, several 
tours, lectures, and activities related to the Festival of 
Flowers will be available on our website. A virtual tour of 
the floral arrangements will be created, and you can 
enjoy a Zentangle Botanical Drawing instructional video 
and a docent-led tour of the floral artwork in the 
D’Amour Museum of Fine Art collection.  

The Museums à la Carte lecture, “Gardens of the Arts and 
Crafts Movement,” by landscape historian Judith 
Tankard, will be offered for free. To view the presentation  
live, register online; and if you are not able to attend live, 
the recording will be posted on our website to view 
anytime. Full event and virtual program details available 
here: https://springfieldmuseums.org/flowers/  

Above all else, please know the Springfield Museums are 
grateful for the time, talent and resources that the Garden 
Club members and area florists donate to this event. 
Festival of Flowers is only possible because of their 
generosity, commitment, and energy! 
 

An Evening with Doug Tallamy 
A Special Event- Wednesday, June 16th at 7PM 

Submitted by Beate Bolen  

The Springfield Garden Club is pleased and proud 
to be able to offer our members an opportunity to 
hear and speak with Dr. Doug Tallamy, author of   
Nature’s Best Hope.  

Recent headlines about global insect declines and 
three billion fewer birds in North America are a bleak 
reality check about how ineffective our current 
landscape designs have been at sustaining the 
plants and animals that sustain us.  Such losses are 
not an option if we wish to continue our current 
standard of living on Planet Earth. The good news is 
that none of this is inevitable. Dr. Tallamy will discuss 
simple steps that each of us can- and must- take to 
reverse declining biodiversity one garden at a time 
and will explain why we, ourselves, are nature’s best 
hope.   

The presentation is open to the public as well as club 
members via Zoom.  Tickets for guests are $12.50 and 
are available at EventBrite.com 
.  

 
      Our Summer Garden Tour is Back! 

Submitted by Suzanne Reed 
  

We are so pleased to announce that we will be 
holding our Summer Garden Tour on Saturday, 
August 21st, 2021, from 10am to 4pm rain or shine. 

The tour is entitled " Springfield: The City of 
Gardens". 

 We will feature 6 private gardens that are opening 
to the public which include the following: 

• Beate Bolen and Matt Forte 
• Jamie and Dwight Hall  
• Ralph D'Amico and Bob Pellin     
• Shawn Grenier 
• Bill Malloy 
• Vana Nespor and Al Whitehouse 

In addition, we invite our guests to tour the Gardens 
in Forest Park.  

The Garden Tour committee has met twice to 
discuss ticket prices, purchasing of tickets, proper 
protocol while visiting the gardens etc. 

There will be no Hospitality in the form of food at the 
individual gardens, as we have offered in past tours, 
due to COVID safety guidelines. The gardens will, 
however, offer bottled water. 

The host committee will need many of our members 
to volunteer to collect tickets and to help the home 
owner with visitors coming into their garden.  So, 
please set aside part of that day to help.  

We are looking forward to this wonderful event and 
will keep our members posted as soon as we have 
finalized more details. 

More information to follow! Happy Gardening! 
Suzanne, Chairman   

 
 
Chair Planters – An Idea for Our Plant Sale 

That Will Liven up our Annual Meeting 
Submitted by Beate Bolen and Eileen Frantiska  

  
In our last Iris Pedlar, Eileen Frantiska proposed a 
wonderful and creative idea for our Plant Sale.  We 
thought we would take advantage of her wonderful 

https://springfieldmuseums.org/flowers/
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idea and feature these Chair Planters at our Annual 
Meeting on May 14th.   
 
Eileen’s Dad was a caner, and she has beautiful old 
chairs that he never caned. She suggested it would 
be fun to do a contest before the plant sale. 
Volunteers could decorate the chairs using their 
imaginations, and then plant it with flowers, greens, 
vegetables or whatever strikes their fancies. 

.   
Eileen will donate the chairs. The rest is up to 
you.  People can pick up a chair at her house. This 
could be great fun.  
 

 
Floral Design Group  

Submitted by Suzanne Reed and Jamie Hall 

All those members that have participated in the 
floral design classes have truly missed our 
wonderful, creative mornings together!  

Now that the weather is nicer and we are feeling 
more comfortable getting together, outside and 
socially distanced, we are HOPING to have the 
floral design group make arrangements for the 
tables under the tent at the Carriage House on the 
Barney Estate grounds for our Annual Meeting in 
May! 

We are beginning to finalize the Annual Meeting for 
Friday May 14th and under the CDC rules, we can 
gather outside, safely with masks. This opens up 
plans for a great day and meeting together. 

The floral design group will meet sometime the 
week of May 10th and create lovely designs to be 
enjoyed by all.  

 More details will follow as the month gets closer. 
Looking forward to sharing the love of flowers with 
you all.  

Suzanne and Jamie  
 

West Meets East 
Submitted by Janet Dolder  

  
There are three beautiful, large trees growing along 
the Fine Arts side of the Springfield Museums’ 
central lawn which, for years, I believed to be 
sycamore trees.   

The bark of these trees is a mottled greenish brown 
with the new, inside bark leaning toward yellow 
and, periodically, they shed their outer bark in fairly 
good-sized chunks. On windy days these sheets of 

bark blow around the quad, and it is not unusual to 
see a curious child pick up a piece of bark and 
wonder, “What is this and where did it come from?” 
On these occasions, I point out that the bark comes 
from the one of the sycamore trees and I ask if 
they’ve seen the Disney Movie ‘Pocahontas’. Of 
course they have, so I sing one of my favorite 
Disney song snippets from the movie for them, “How 
high can a Sycamore grow? Cut it down and you 
will never know.” 

One day, while walking the grounds at the 
Quadrangle with an arborist, who was giving a 
Master Gardeners’ workshop on pruning, Beate 
asked” What are these Trees?” His answer was, 
“London planetrees.” “Hummm, that’s annoyingly 
disappointing,” I thought. Of course, I didn’t 
automatically take his word for it. If they were 
London planetrees, I had to know what made them 
different from what I knew as a sycamore. My first 
stop was the corner of Locust St. and Belmont 
Avenue in Springfield, where I have a good view of 
two tall sycamore trees every time I stop at a red 
light at the bottom of Fort Pleasant Ave. The color 
of these two trees is distinctly different from those at 
the Quadrangle. These trees have dark brown bark 
at the bottom of the trunk with cream, gray and 
white, mottled bark on the upper trunk and 
throughout the branches. More research was 
needed. 

 

London planetree at the Quadrangle 

It turns out that, at some point in time, someone 
took a specimen of Platanus occidentalis, the 
native, American sycamore, and planted it in close 
proximity to a Platanus orientalis, the old-world 



Page 5 of 8 
 

sycamore also called the Oriental planetree. The 
exact time or location of the hybridization is 
unknown and there is no evidence that 
crossbreeding was intentional. According to several 
online sites the discovery of Platanus acerifolia, 
what is known as the London planetree, was made 
in Vauxhall Gardens, London by John Tradescant 
the Younger in the mid-17th century. Those who 
believe that the hybrid was discovered in Spain 
know it as Platanus hispanica.  

John Tradescant the Younger, along with his father 
John Tradescant the Elder, was a well know Botanist 
and gardener. It must be more than a coincidence 
that John the Lesser, who traveled to Virginia on 
plant collection expeditions and brought back 
seeds from great American trees including 
magnolias, bald cypress and the tulip tree, in order 
to introduce them into English gardens, 
accidentally discovered this supposedly, naturally 
occurring hybrid. 

The London plane became a valuable street tree in 
the city landscape of 18th century England. It was 
discovered that, along with its ability to shed old 
bark, came the ability to regularly shed the street 
pollution and smog which would build up on bark 
and smother other tree species.  I’ve noticed that it 
is a popular street tree in Springfield, with examples 
growing on many of the side streets in the Forest 
Park area. 

Bark color is not the only difference between the 
two species. The seed heads of the American 
sycamore grow singly on long stems called 
peduncles, where seed heads of the London plane 
grow in clusters of two or three. The leaves of the 
both the American sycamore and London 
planetree are lobed and resemble maple leaves 
but sycamore lobes are less pronounced, and if the 
center lobe is well-defined it tends to be wider than 
it is long, while the planetree’s center lobe tends to 
be longer than it is wide. 

The Museums’ planetrees are very healthy 
specimens but I am worried about the two trees 
growing at the corner of Belmont and Locust. For a 
couple of years, while the city was rebuilding a 
bridge over a large culvert, heavy construction 
equipment was parked at the site and I’m 
concerned that compaction may have damaged 
their root systems in the two pictures, both taken on 
June 13th, 2019 you can see that the sycamores 
are not as leafed out as the London planetree.  
Sycamores would be much happier living on a 
riverbank than at the corner of two city streets. They 
are said to appreciate a riparian environment. 
Though, if you consider how high a sycamore might 

grow, these two don’t seem to be doing too badly. 
I pray that no one feels the need to cut them down 
for centuries to come. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sycamore trees - corner of Locust St. and Belmont Ave 
 

Take a Hike! 
Submitted by Margot Eckert  

  
The great outdoors is even greater this Spring after 
a long year of quarantine. If you are looking for 
ideas to motivate children and grandchildren to 
take a walk with you in the park or a hike in a forest, 
check out the scavenger hunts and games in these 
websites: 

• https://www.arborday.org/kids/          
• https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/p

arenting/g32050844/scavenger-hunt-ideas-
for-kids/    

• www.fs.usda.gov/learn/kids  (especially for 
grades 4 and 5) 

• https://www.parents.com/toddlers-
preschoolers/everything-kids/outdoor-fun-
free-nature-scavenger-hunts-and-treasure-
hunt/ (especially for preschool and 
kindergarten) 

 

 
Margot’s son, Nate, as a little boy in Forest Park collecting 
and counting pine cones and learning about trees 

https://www.arborday.org/kids/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/parenting/g32050844/scavenger-hunt-ideas-for-kids/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/parenting/g32050844/scavenger-hunt-ideas-for-kids/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/parenting/g32050844/scavenger-hunt-ideas-for-kids/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/learn/kids
https://www.parents.com/toddlers-preschoolers/everything-kids/outdoor-fun-free-nature-scavenger-hunts-and-treasure-hunt/
https://www.parents.com/toddlers-preschoolers/everything-kids/outdoor-fun-free-nature-scavenger-hunts-and-treasure-hunt/
https://www.parents.com/toddlers-preschoolers/everything-kids/outdoor-fun-free-nature-scavenger-hunts-and-treasure-hunt/
https://www.parents.com/toddlers-preschoolers/everything-kids/outdoor-fun-free-nature-scavenger-hunts-and-treasure-hunt/
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 New Regular Feature: What Does That 
Committee Do:  

 
Responsibilities of the Program Chair  

Submitted by Helen Gallivan  
   

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as the 
Program Chair, which comes with being elected 
the Vice-President.  It is a unique chance to get to 
know how Springfield Garden Club functions, and 
best yet, get to really know some of our gifted 
members who volunteer to be on the committee.  
Each year, the committee researches presenters 
who will capture our imaginations while 
encouraging us to dig in the dirt, make floral 
displays, or just imagine and dream the possibilities.  
Our programs take us on a special adventure each 
month.   
 
The committee meets early in January to define our 
strategy.   We need to fulfill 8-9 programs, 
emphasizing education, horticulture, landscape, 
floral design, gardening and our environment.  SGC 
general meetings are scheduled for the third Friday 
of each month from September through May.  
Sometimes, we become involved in special events 
and develop an awareness of difficult to schedule 
dates, such as government and religious holidays, 
and other club activities.  We schedule 
appropriately for meetings within Barney House or 
its tent, or, if needed, another location.  The Chair 
ensures that all dates and locations are available. 
 
While coordinating our efforts, each Program 
Committee member assumes one month in our 
calendar.  I have been astounded by the 
enthusiasm of each member as she/he selects a 
speaker.  We email often, informing each member 
of the committee of our individual efforts. There are 
congratulations all around when a member 
achieves the objective speaker.  Efforts are 
transparent and are presented monthly at the 
board meeting.  Suggestions from SGC members 
are included in Program discussions. Each year, 
committee work begins in January and concludes 
by April. Our Program for 2021 – 2022 is completed. 
 
During April, the Program Chair sends Contracts to 
presenters, for the schedule commencing in 
September of that same year, extending through 
May of the following year.  Monthly meetings and 
events are printed in our Yearbook, enabling 
members to reserve information and dates in their 
calendars. 
 
We assiduously try to bring programs as printed, but 
sometimes life, like COVID, takes over and we must 

become creative with presentations.  This is what 
happened this year.  Beate Bolen, our president, 
became a Zoom techie, supporting our scheduled 
programs.  This allowed our members to enjoy our 
meetings by computer or telephone.  As that threat 
recedes, we currently plan to continue our 
programs as totally zoom or as hybrid.  
 
Our Annual Meeting in May 2021 may be hybrid, 
with members selecting their own personal comfort 
level.  We shall continue to follow the rules set forth 
by our governor.  But it sure would be wonderful for 
us to join together with smiling eyes over our masks. 
 
After the Annual Meeting in May, 2021, I shall no 
longer be Vice President or Program Chair. Our new 
Vice President will then assume the privileges and 
responsibilities of as Program Chair.   

  
 

  
 

Plant Sale Saturday, May 22nd 

As we move into Spring, I'm happy to confirm that 
we are planning to again hold our annual plant 
sale at the Springfield Museums at the Quadrangle.  
It is scheduled for May 21, 2021 for the set up, and 
May 22, 2021 for the Sale. We will, of course, 
encourage masks and social distancing, in keeping 
with the Museums’ policies. 

I am pleased to announce that Carol Nicholson has 
agreed to Chair our Plant Sale this year. Annmarie 
Shaer has asked to step back from Chairing the 
Plant Sale this year for health reasons. 

It is not too early to start considering what can be 
potted-up for sale for our Plant Sale. It's important to 
have plants established in a container and in 
pristine condition.  As your plants emerge start 
planning. 

Ideally, plants should be potted up no less than 3 
weeks before the sale, to let them “settle in” and 
look their best on sale day. We’d really like to offer 
premium plants for this important Scholarship Fund-
raiser. 

Carol will need help from all of us, so please step up 
where you can. Many hands are needed for this 
project. Some of the areas of participation to 
consider are: 
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• Advertising 
• Distribution of flyers before the plant sale 
• Requests for donations from Garden 

Centers and Pick-up 
• Growing and/or digging and potting 

plants for sale {some people may need 
help with this} 

• Plants and Garden related items for sale 
on Saturday 

• Cashiers- (plus pricing, placing, 
identifying plants) 

• Help to set-up on Friday and help for 
customers on Saturday 

• Refreshments for workers on Friday 

If you are unable to offer plants from your garden 
(or garden center) we will gratefully accept a 
contribution directly for our Scholarship Fund. 

A note to new members: You are a valuable part of 
this effort in whatever way you chose to 
participate. We are, ALL, always learning with each 
experience the Garden Club offers. Please think 
about where you can contribute to this project.  

 Thank you to Barbara Derose for her contributions 
to this article. 

Submitted by Beate Bolen  

Scholarship Committee 
Submitted by Elizabeth Tongue and Vicki Kiss,   

Co-Chairs  
  

We want to remind you that we will again be 
offering a $2000. scholarship to a worthy student 
who lives in Hampden county. If you know of a 
student who is studying or is planning to study plant 
or environmental sciences please let us know so 
that they can get an application and share with 
them this information:  
  
The Springfield Garden Club invites high school 
seniors, undergraduate and graduate students who 
are residents of HAMPDEN COUNTY, MA and are 
majoring or have been accepted to major in one 
of the accepted horticulture or environmental 
related fields to apply for a $2,000 scholarship for 
the 2021-2022 academic year.  The deadline for 
receipt of all documentation is Thursday, April 15, 
2021.   
  
Please contact Scholarship Committee Co-Chair, 
Elizabeth Tongue, or email Jane Glushik at 
SGCscholarship@gmail.com  for  

 
 

 
 

Help Wanted: 
 
Photography Committee: Mary Bandouveres, our 
Photography Chair is looking for a second 
photographer to help with Photography next year.  
If interested, please contact Mary at 413-222-2972 
 
She’d also like to remind everyone to send her 
photos. 
 
Ways and Means: Committee Chair Vana Nespor is 
looking for additional members.  Here is a 
description of what Ways and Means does: 

With the guidance of the Board and the Treasurer 
on Club financial needs, the Ways and Means 
committee meets to develop possible fund-raising 
ideas to supplement the monthly Raffles and 
Holiday Boutique, which have been our ongoing 
fund-raising activities. 

When someone proposes an idea, Ways and 
Means works with that person to flesh out the idea 
with dates and times, then runs it by the Board for 
approval.  They determine if anyone wants to chair 
the program or help run it.  

If you are interested in learning more, contact Vana 
Nespor. 
 

 
SGC Upcoming Calendar  

  
Unless otherwise noted, meetings will be held 
virtually, via Zoom, pending guidance from our 
Governor, Mayors and Medical Professionals  
  
 
 
APRIL 2021  

  
April 7 9:30 A.M. Wednesday– Board Meeting, via 
Zoom All members may attend a Board meeting, 
but please let us know you plan to attend.  
  
  
April 8, Thursday –April 11, Sunday – Festival of 
Flowers - Springfield Museums, Edwards Street, 
Springfield, MA 01103 www.springfieldmuseums.org  
for more information and directions.  
  
April 16, Friday, 11:30 AM - Monthly Program – 
KNOW AND GROW NATIVE PLANTS Presented by 
Suzanne Mahler 

mailto:SGCscholarship@gmail.com
http://www.springfieldmuseums.org/
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As Suzanne Mahler grew up in the Catskills, her 
passionate fondness for wildflowers began. We shall 
view lovely images of hardy native trees, shrubs and 
perennial plants. As a garden lecturer for 30 years, 
Suzanne will emphasize why native plants are 
critical for healthy ecosystems. Suzanne is past 
president of the New England Daylily Society and 
an Overseer for the MA Horticultural Society. She is 
Horticulture Chair for the Garden Club Federation 
of MA, a member of Hanover, MA Walnut Hill 
Garden Club.  
 
The presentation is open to the public as well as 
club members via Zoom.  Social hour begins at 
11:30, the club business meeting is at 12:00 noon 
and the presentation will begin at 12:30. Tickets for 
guests are $5 and are available at EventBrite.com  
  
Zoom instructions will be sent out to members 
before the meeting.  
  
April 19, Monday, 10:00 am - Horticulture Study 
Group –Location and details TBD  
 
MAY 2021  

  
May 5 9:30 A.M. Wednesday– Board Meeting, via 
Zoom All members may attend a Board meeting, 
but please let us know you plan to attend.  
  
May 14, Friday, 11:30 AM – Annual Meeting 
Luncheon - This will include our Annual Meeting and 
election and installation of new officers. -this will be 
hybrid meeting- both in person, masked and 
socially distanced, and via Zoom. We will be having 
box lunches.  Details to follow.  We anticipate 
meeting in the tent outside the Carriage House at 
the Barney Estate, Forest Park, Springfield, MA 
01108, www.barneycarriagehouse.com  for 
directions.  

We will celebrate being back together with a 
display of beautiful quilts, by our own Lara Kline, 
chair planters decorated and planted by our 
members, and table designs created by our Floral 
Design Study group.  

 Zoom instructions will be sent out to members 
before the meeting.  
  
May 21 – 22 - ANNUAL PLANT SALE Springfield 
Museums, Quadrangle, Edwards Street Parking Lot, 
Setup- Friday May 21 9-noon; Plant Sale Saturday 
May 21 9-noon 
 
June 9  9:30 A.M. Wednesday– Board Meeting, via 
Zoom All members may attend a Board meeting, 
but please let us know you plan to attend 

 
June 16, Friday, 7 pm – Special Program – DOUG 
TALLAMY – author of “Bringing Nature Home” and 
“Nature’s Best Hope” 

Nature’s Best Hope -Recent headlines about global 
insect declines and three billion fewer birds in North 
America are a bleak reality check about how 
ineffective our current landscape designs have 
been at sustaining the plants and animals that 
sustain us.  Such losses are not an option if we wish 
to continue our current standard of living on Planet 
Earth. The good news is that none of this is 
inevitable. Tallamy will discuss simple steps that 
each of us can- and must- take to reverse declining 
biodiversity and will explain why we, ourselves, are 
nature’s best hope.   

The presentation is open to the public as well as 
club members via Zoom.  Tickets for guests are 
$12.50 and are available at EventBrite.com  
 
 
June 21, Monday, 10:00 am - Horticulture Study 
Group –Location and details TBD  
 
Aug. 21st - Saturday  10 am- 4:00 pm Rain or Shine– 
"Springfield: City of Gardens " Garden Tour 
 
 
 

http://www.barneycarriagehouse.com/

